
 
 

Dear Students, Staff, and Parents,

 

Student Parliament are delighted to present our magazine for this 

academic term.  

 

After the team were recruited in September, Student Parliament has 

organised many school activities, such as a Halloween Fancy Dress 

Competition, the PTSC Cake Sale, a recycling video (coming soon), painted 

moustaches for Movember, and got into the festive spirit by putting up 

Christmas decorations. We’ve also been working on increasing student 

voice and responding to students’ questions and suggestions for the 

school. We are dedicated to making the school environment a place where 

everybody feels comfortable to express their ideas.

 

We hope you enjoy reading this.

Wishing you all a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

 

Your Student Parliament
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PARLIAMENT
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WHO'S IN STUDENT 
PARLIAMENT?



 
This academic year the Ministry of Charities is 

fundraising for two organisations: Kanner Wonsch in 
Luxembourg and the Ilula Orphan Program. 

 
Kanner Wonsch® has a target to grant 30 wishes per 

year for children aged 3-18 with a critical medical 
condition. So far it has granted 23 wishes, which is an 
amazing achievement considering the team consists 

solely of volunteers and two paid workers. 
 

The Ilula Orphan Program’s mission is to provide 
education, homes, and life skills to vulnerable children, 

youths and women. It aims to make them self reliant and 
responsible citizens of Tanzania. The school have been 

sponsoring a child called Said for several years through 
this organization.

 
On the 25th of October we sold cakes at PTSC and on the 
26th of October we held our annual Halloween event. The 
total fundraised was around €500. This was combined 
with fundraised money from the end of year book sale 
in June 2018, meaning we were able to donate €500 to 

Kanner Wonsch and €120 to sponsor Said Mbungo 
through IOP for another year!

 
OUR BEST FUNDRAISER THIS TERM

Many students dressed up in Halloween costumes or had 
their faces painted by the Year 12 art students for our 

annual Halloween celebration. We want to thank all the 
students who joined the Halloween costume competition, 

as well as those who sold or baked cakes that the 
secondary students bought with great enthusiasm! We 

would also like to thank all the teachers for their support 
and help throughout the event! This celebration was the 

best one yet! 
 

We thank everyone for participating and we look 
forward to organising more events that will help those 

in need.

MINISTRY OF CHARITIES



Q&A WITH MR FLEET

The Ministry of Education organised a Question and Answer 
session with Mr Fleet to ask any questions that students had 
about the school. A form was sent to tutors for students to fill 

out if they had any questions or ideas about the school. 
As the Head of the Ministry of Education, I would like to thank 
Mr Fleet for giving his time to speak with us, as well as thank 

the students for their questions. Some questions were also 
passed on to Mr Cooper, as they were regarding sports at the 
school, so the parliament also thank him for taking the time 

to answer these. 
- Sophie Pit

 
1.What is being built outside the Lentz building? 

We are currently building a long jump. We would like to build 
a gymnasium on site but we will not be able to move forward 

with this until we own the land.
 

2. Would it be possible to have a student welfare counsellor? 
The support we provide is in the form of pastoral care 

coordinator Mrs Michlmayr and from the school nurses. As 
the school is still relatively small when there is the need for 
additional support this is often outsourced to professionals in 

the appropriate field.
 

3. Is it possible to share some of the play equipment with the 
primary?

The main concern with this is primary equipment being lost or 
ending up on the roof of the buildings. We have improved the 
equipment available to secondary at the basketball courts with 
lunchtime supervisors being responsible for bringing out and 
collecting basketballs and footballs for secondary students to 

use, however, when we looked into getting even more 
equipment last year we did not have enough secondary 

students willing to be responsible for it. If there are students 
willing to be responsible for supervising additional break and 
lunchtime equipment then please let Student Parliament know 

and they can again try and arrange a rota for this.
 

4. Is it possible to get a new vending machine in the common 
room-it keeps breaking?

Yes, there will be a new vending machine installed in January.
 
 
 

5. Can we make accelerated reader optional, as it puts a lot of 
stress on the Key Stage 3 and it negatively effects how much 

they enjoy reading?
Accelerated reader significantly improves students reading 
level and this is why it will remain mandatory. If you are a 
confident and particularly able reader please speak to Mrs 

Rue about becoming a book reviewer.
 

6. Can there be a pre-trip questionnaire to help choose 
activities and destinations?

Yes, this is possible and we can look into providing this. It is 
important to be aware that there are restrictions for trips 
based on budget, which will need to be taken into account 

when looking at destinations and activities.
 

7. Can there be a variety of fruit that is free in both the 
common and the entrance of the Lentz building?

The sixth form are provided with fruit in the common room. 
The fruit we offer for free is provided by the government so 

we have no control over the variety they provide.
 

8. Can we bring debating back into SMSC for KS4?
Yes, currently KS5 are focusing on university applications but 
debating is still part of the SMSC syllabus for KS4 and can be 

looked into for KS5. If you are interested in getting further 
involved in debating please speak to Mr Todd as he 

coordinates the school’s debating team. Any KS3 students 
interested in joining a debate club should also speak to Mr 

Todd. If there is enough interest it may be possible to start a 
debate club for KS3.

 
9. Can we get a longer break or not get sent in five minutes 

before the bell?
Yes, I will let supervisors know that students only need to be 
sent in a couple of minutes before the bell as opposed to five 
minutes earlier. However, you will need enough time to get 

your books and equipment.
 

10. Could we have higher/larger tables in the canteen?
This isn’t possible as the canteen is shared with primary. 

However, if we need to order any more tables in the future I 
will request that they are higher.

 
 
 



11. Could we please have more benches outside- just for sitting 
and with a backrest?

We have put several new tables out over the summer break in 
response to student feedback last year. There won’t be any 

need to get more over the winter period but we will look into 
this next year.

 
12. Can the canteen lunches be more varied?

We are able to let the canteen know that you have requested 
more variation but they need to cater for both primary and 

secondary.
 

13. Please can we have a timetable for the basketball courts?
Yes. There is now a timetable up.

 
14. It possible for it to be mandatory to have breaks in 

between double lessons?
No, this is up to the discretion of the teacher as to whether a 

break is needed.
 

15. Why do we have CAT4 for testing?
CAT4 is a relatively accurate test of a range of cognitive 

abilities and allows us to make quite accurate predictions of 
grades. It helps us to ensure that we are helping each student 

to reach their potential and additionally can inform some 
lesson activities based on students learning preferences. If 

teachers disagree with a CAT4 prediction these can be changed 
but overall we’ve found them to be both accurate and useful.

 
16. Why has lunchtime been cut shorter?

Lunchtime is now shorter because we have started the school 
day later and we wanted to keep the finish time the same. 
From September - November 2017 we had 265 late arrivals 
from students but from September - November 2018 this 

figure has dropped to 101, so we can see it’s been successful. If 
we did not shorten lunchtime school would have to finish 

later.
 

17. Can we have more water jugs in the canteen?
Yes, I will request more water jugs in the canteen.

 
18. Would it be possible to listen to music in lessons?

No because in class you need to pay attention to the teacher, 
for both your own learning and for health and safety reasons.

 
19. Could we have Philosophy as a subject option for A-Levels?
Subject options depend on timetabling, interest from students, 
and having the staff to teach the subject. It is vital that you tell 
us what subjects you would like to study at GCSE and A-Level. 
If it is possible and there is enough student interest we can 

look into modifying subject options.
 

20. Could we get a compost bin?
Student Parliament spoke to the schools facilities team who 
explained that due to health and safety reasons we are not 

able to get a compost bin.
 

 
 
 

1. Can we have the same P.E. options and level of 
difficulty for both boys and girls?

 
In Year 7 the PE classes are taught in tutor groups 

therefore everyone has the same curriculum. In 
Years 8-10 there are issues with mixed gender 
activities as developmental differences and the 

increasing strength of individuals potentially makes 
some activities unsafe. Therefore the PE curriculum, 
in line with the vast majority of schools across the 
world, is divided by gender for some sports and is 

mixed for other, non-contact sports. All activities are 
mixed gender in the summer and in KS4 activity 

options are gradually introduced.
A further factor is our lack of facilities on site 

therefore some activity options are limited by which 
facilities each year group can access off site.

 
In terms of difficulty there is no difference for boys 
or girls. All teachers will determine the skill level 
and experience of the students in the class and 

differentiate the lessons and activities accordingly.
 
 

2. Can we have small sport competitions between 
schools such as ISL?

 
We have taken part in LASEL (Luxembourg Schools) 
competitions in the past. However the issue is that 
all local schools are closed on Thursday afternoons 
to allow the sports competitions to take place. We 

cannot do this and therefore if we took part students 
would miss the same lessons each week.

A second issue is the lack of students in any year 
group to create a team. For example in rugby we 

would need 15 players and possibly 2 substitutes to 
play. In Year 9 we have only 17 boys in the year 

group and ISL have more than 100 boys. Not only 
does this mean that they could field a team easily 

they would also be much stronger than us therefore 
the game would be meaningless.

 
We are aware of this issue so we have introduced 

more inter-house competitions this year and we will 
participate in international events such as the 
Unified Basketball and Football competition in 

Austria if possible.
 
 

MR COOPER



GET TO KNOW MRS PALMER 
 
 

1.    What did you want to be when you were 
younger?

I first wanted to be a vet but I was not very good 
at science. I was more interested in other stuff.

 
2.    What brought you to History?

School! And I’ve always been interested in politics 
from an early age. I suppose in the early years it 
would have been the stories that I liked, but I was 

lucky enough to do my O level (which is what 
GCSEs were called then) and A-Level in 20th 

Century History. I just really enjoyed it.
 

3.    Why did you become a teacher?
Partly because I like young people, I enjoy 

working with them; but also because it’s a way of 
carrying on with my subject. 

 
4.    Where did you go to university and why?

I went to Oxford. I studied Philosophy, Politics, 
and Economics there. I’d had no ambition to do 

that, I was just asked by my head teacher to apply 
and I was extremely surprised to get in. My school 

didn’t have a particular tradition of Oxbridge 
success so I just gave it a go, not expecting to get 

in. But I did!
 

5.    What countries have you lived in and how 
have they differed from Luxembourg?

I've lived in Britain mainly. It's different from 
Luxembourg as it’s much bigger; the county I lived 

in is the same size as Luxembourg! It is a 
different culture. It's much more multicultural in 

Luxembourg. I also lived in Abu Dhabi for 8 years 
which is very different, because it’s in the desert 

and although it’s multicultural, it’s a different form. 
It’s a Muslim country so the culture is quite 

different from Britain and Luxembourg.
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Palmer dressed up for Halloween, 2018.
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.    What brought you to Luxembourg?
My husband’s job.

 
7.    What does your typical school day look like?

I get up at 5 o’clock because I’ve got animals to see 
to and a teenage boy to get out of bed! Then I get 

ready for work, leave the house before 7, and 
come to school because I have to get here early to 

get a parking space. Then I’ll usually do some 
work, then I’ll go to the staffroom, have a chat and 
breakfast, then I’ll teach all day. Then it depends 
on the day. I might have meetings, or I’ll work at 
school, doing marking and preparation while I 

wait for my son to finish extracurricular 
activities. Then I'll go home, have dinner, watch 
television and go to bed. It’s not very exciting!

 
8.    How would you describe your teaching style?

Chatty, there are always a lot of discussions.
 
 
 
 

"MY DOG ATE STUDENTS 
HOMEWORK"

A big thank you to Mrs Palmer who was interviewed by Student Parliament 
about her life, her achievements, and her funniest moments as a teacher.



9.    What do you expect from your students?
Enthusiasm, to keep deadlines, to make sure it’s 

not just me talking, and enjoyment.
 

10.    Do you have any advice to give students 
about managing their studies and managing their 

school life?
Be organised. Don’t leave things to the last minute, 
specially for GCSE and Sixth Form students.  Try 
to spread it out, don’t leave it to the night before.

 
11.    What’s your favourite thing about St George’s 

and what do you think makes it special?
I think it’s very friendly. I think the students and 
staff are great; very laid back. I don’t think much 

would shock them, to be honest, and my feeling is 
that students are just accepted for whoever they 

are, which is great.
 
 
 
 
 
 

12.    Do you have any goals for this school year?
To reach the end in one piece and for my students 

to reach their full potential.
 

13.    Can you tell us about your greatest 
achievement?

I’ve thought a lot about this one because there are 
some cringe-worthy ones, which I won't say as I'll 
embarrass my sons, and there are boring ones. But 
actually, I think my greatest achievement was 12 
years ago, when I power walked a marathon at 

night in my bra, in just over 8 hours. It wasn’t just 
me on my own, I hasten to add, there were a few 
thousand others as well! It was a full marathon, 
through the streets of London, which started at 
midnight and I raised a thousand pounds for 

breast cancer in memory of my mum. It was quite 
an achievement for me as I’m not a sporty person. 

It was over 40km.
 
 

14.    Can you share some funny or interesting 
stories from your time as a teacher?

 
There are loads. I remember marking a Year 10 

exam, after I’d been teaching the Russian 
Revolution and one question was, ‘Define ‘autocrat’ 

and then give an example’; I was expecting the 
Czar as an example. What I got from one student 

was, ‘an autocrat is someone who is obeyed and in 
complete charge’ and the example was ‘my mum 
because when she tells us what to do we always 

do as she says’. 
 

Another funny story is that I used to have a rescue 
dog, and I had taken home a lot of sixth form 

essays to mark, and the dog ate their homework! I 
had marked them but I had to tell them that the 

dog had eaten their homework; not the classic line 
of their dog eating it. This was before the days of 

computers!
 

Also, when I was an A-Level examiner I heard 
very interesting excuses, for example: ‘I don’t 

know the answer to this question so I’ll write you 
an essay on this instead’ and ‘it’s my birthday, 

please be kind to me’.
 

15.    Finally, what’s on your Christmas list this 
year?

I always like to get some books, I love a 
‘whodunnit’, and I’d quite like the new Kate 

Atkinson book called ‘Transcription’.  Jewellery and 
some lovely smelly stuff would be great too!

"I WALKED THROUGH LONDON IN 
MY BRA"



GET TO KNOW MR TEALE...A BIT MORE

1.What did you want to be when you were 
younger?

Either a policeman or a pilot, definitely not a 
teacher, I didn’t like children. Teaching was never 

an option.
 

2. What brought you to geography?
As a young boy I was fascinated by the world, so 
that was something I always had. I was always 
interested in mother earth, and when I got to 
secondary school, it was my favourite lesson 

because I found it the most interesting. And then it 
sort of just continued through A-Levels, going to 

University, and obviously now. 
 

3. Why did you become a teacher?
That’s a very good question. It wasn’t for the 

holidays. When I worked at the London 
Underground, during my last 2 years there, I was 

doing some training for the staff about how 
signals functioned on the tracks. I had to teach and 

test people’s knowledge and I enjoyed that 
training. But I was teaching people who already 

thought they knew better than me because most of 
them were double my age, so they were quite a 
hostile bunch. So I thought, probably best doing 
this with kids and it kind of just kept at the back 
of my mind. Then when we moved over here I 
decided to look into teaching, so started as an 
English as an Additional Language Teacher and 

then continued from there.
 

4. Where did you go to university and why?
I went to the University of Birmingham for 3 

reasons. The first reason is that the geography 
department had a really good reputation. The 

second reason; my brother was at a university 
close by and I thought it would make it easier for 

my parents, so they wouldn’t have to drive to 
opposite ends of the country. The third reason is I 

was quite fascinated by the ‘brummie’ accent. 
 
 

 
5. What countries have you lived in and how have 

they differed from Luxembourg?
I've lived in England and it was very different. I 

always think that students here are kind of 
missing out on something because in England you 

have quite a wide spectrum of locations and 
people and how places differ. In Luxembourg 

we're kind of living in a bubble in terms of it's 
quite safe relative to other places in the world and 
everything is quite sanitised. I quite like the fact 
that I’ve lived in other places which were kind of 
rough. It gives you a bit of training for the world, 

if you experience some more things.
 

6. What brought you to Luxembourg?
A van.

 
 
 
 

A big thank you to Mr Teale for never running out of stories 
and for being happy to share them with us. 

"I DEFINITELY DID NOT WANT TO 
BE A TEACHER"



7. What does your typical school day look like?
I get up early, I get snacks ready for school for my 
kids, then I have 15 minutes to get them from their 
rooms to having breakfast. Then I hand them over 

to my wife and I’m out of there as quickly as 
possible before they ask too many questions! Then 
I will hopefully get a parking space here, come in 
with the best intentions to get lots of work done 

before lessons start, and then ultimately talk with 
Mr Wilson and Mr Thomas for a good 45 minutes 
about utter rubbish. Then I teach depending on the 
day. I go home pretty much on the bell. Sometimes 
I cook, I put my kids to bed, read them a story, and 

then try to watch an hour’s worth of decent TV. I 
aim to be in bed by half past ten; unless football’s 

on and then everything goes out of the 
window...including reading my kid’s a story.

 
8. How would you describe your teaching style?
Good question. I’d like to think lively; I’d like to 
think I come across as enthusiastic about the 

subject. I’d say I’ve got a reasonable knowledge. I 
don’t know everything though. Perhaps my 

diagrams leave a little bit to be desired. Ultimately 
I’m a better talker than a drawer.

 
9. What do you expect from your students?
Key stage 3 – be patient, listen, if you hate 

geography it is only 3 years. Key stage 4&5 – you 
chose to do this so you have to work, but be 

enthusiastic.
 

10. Do you have any advice to give students about 
managing their studies and managing their school 

life?
The proportion of time that you have in school is 
quite small so you should really make the most of 

it. You don’t want to regret wasting your time.
 

11. What’s your favourite thing about St George’s and 
what do you think makes it special?

The students. Facilities wise you can’t really 
grumble, but the students make the difference.  I 

can be in a foul mood but then I’ll get a class in and 
I forget all the misery and enjoy the lesson – 

because of the kids.
 
 
 

12. Do you have any goals for this school year?
To get through to the next school year, but along the 
way I hope students get the most from my lessons 

and that I can help them as much as possible.
 

13. Can you tell us about your greatest achievement?
In terms of me, I’d say my family. In terms of 

professionally, just knowing that I’ve taken students 
from one place to another and on the way I’ve seen 

them really improve. I’ve taught kids who didn’t 
know English and I’ve seen them from year 3 to 
year 13, prepared for university. Looking back I 

know that I’ve had some part in that. Ultimately it’s 
the students who have made the most of it, but I like 

to think I helped a bit.
 
 
 
 
 
 

14.  Can you share some funny or interesting stories 
from your time as a teacher?

During my first year as a teacher in primary, it 
started snowing one afternoon. It was golden time, 
so I took all of my students outside and instructed 

them to make a snow wall, and I started making my 
own. I told them that they could try to hit me with 
snow balls without returning fire for the first few 

minutes. At some point Mrs Duxbury came out of her 
office, and shouted at the kids for throwing 

snowballs because it was against school policy. 
While she was telling off the kids I hid behind the 
wall I’d made and then snuck inside. I thought I’d 
gotten away with it but the following Monday I 

found a photocopy on my desk of a page from the 
school handbook with the bit about snow 

highlighted – can’t imagine why…
 

15. Finally, what’s on your Christmas list this year?
World peace. I don’t really go for gifts. World peace 

is not really going to happen though so just if 
everyone would be a bit nicer to each other.

'MY DIAGRAMS LEAVE A LITTLE BIT 
TO BE DESIRED'



MINISTRY OF SPORT AND ART
This year the Ministry of Sports and Art is hoping to plan and create even 
more events than in previous years. So far we have collaborated with the 

Ministry of Charities on Halloween and offered face-painting at school. The 
face-painting has been very successful and we've been helped by several 
talented artists in secondary. Additionally, we are currently working on a 

project with the Ministry of Environment about recycling to hopefully 
encourage more responsible recycling throughout the school. The recycling 

video will be out soon. This year we continued the annual tradition of 
offering to paint moustaches on students for Movember, to help raise 

awareness for men’s health issues, including prostate cancer, testicular 
cancer and men’s suicide. Furthermore, we are looking into planning both 

football and table tennis tournaments during the summer months when the 
weather starts to get warmer. We hope that as many students as possible 

will participate!

OUR ART PICK OF THE TERM
 



 
This year, the ministry of environments main focus is to make St George's more environmentally friendly by 

recycling more efficiently and spreading awareness about the importance of waste reduction. We will be visiting 
the schools recycling centre in February 2019 to get some more information and we are aiming to get a green 
certificate by showing them how we are improving our recycling habits at the school. We are also creating 

information posters and videos so you know what to put in each bin. 
Please read our article on climate change on the next page. 

 
For next year, get ready to celebrate Earth Day with us and learn more about the environment and how we can 

all help!
  

 
1. The more you look after the world, the more it will look after you!
 
2.. A hippo with no teeth can crush a whole watermelon with its jaw!
 
3. Sea urchins are animals.
 
4. Goldfish can remember things from months ago, so they have a good memory for fish!
 
5. There are trees that can live forever!
 
6. Sunflowers follow the sun.
 
7. Some plants can feel when you touch them, so they close their leaves.
 
8. The Venus flytrap eats like people do, it closes its mouth and swallows.
 
9. Only 1% of our planet’s water supply can be used. 97% is ocean water and 2% is frozen 
solid in the Arctic.
 
10. Of the 1,200 or more known species of bats that exist, not a single species is blind.
 
11. Beavers have transparent eyelids, so they can see underwater with their eyes shut.
 
12.. In the last 100 years, more than 50 species of animals have died off because of our 
impact on the globe.
 
13. An ostrich's eye is bigger than its brain.
 
14. Only the males are called peacocks. Females are called peahens.
 
15. Squirrels plant thousands of new trees each year simply by forgetting where they put 
their acorns.

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

15 FUN ENVIRONMENTAL FACTS



CLIMATE CHANGE
What's causing it?

What could happen?

What can WE do to stop it?

Greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxides, water vapour, CFCs) trap longwave radiation, 
thereby raising the temperature of the lower atmosphere. This process is called the 'Greenhouse Effect'. The 
build-up of these gases is thought to lead to global warming.
 
Many human activities are largely responsible for this build up of gases in our atmosphere. These include:
       - Transport: the combustion of fossil fuels in the engines of our cars releases greenhouse    gases
       - Lighting: generating the electricity necessary to provide us with
       - Deforestation: cutting down our trees leads to an increase in carbon dioxide in our atmosphere!

There are numerous negative implications of global warming:
- The sea levels rising meaning many countries would be exposed
- Higher death rates
- Higher rates of wildlife extinction
- More natural disasters: storms, hurricanes, heatwaves, floods and droughts
- Disruption of food supplies
- Destruction of coral reefs
- Longer and more damaging wildfire seasons

There are many ways in which YOU can help to prevent this global crisis from getting worse:
- Use public transport to go to and from places like school
- Educate yourself on renewable energy! Is this something you and your family would consider 
investing in?
- Do not support companies that are known to be heavy polluters
- Shop eco-friendly and think about the environmental impacts of the products you are buying. 
When you shop with the environment in mind you're not only doing your part by reducing your 
carbon footprint but you're also encouraging the production of more environmentally friendly 
goods.

What are fossil fuels?
 

Natural fuels such as coal or gas 
formed from the remains of living 
organisms. When these are burnt 

harmful gases are released, such as 
carbon dioxide.

IT'S UP TO US!

- By Costanza Sardelli



BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS

In the remote Last Chance Hotel a 
boy named Seth works in the 

kitchen. The hotel is owned by a 
horrible family. The arrival of some 

mysterious magicians ends in 
disaster when Seth's dessert 

poisons Dr Thallomius. In a locked-
room murder investigation can 

Seth prove his innocence?

KS3                     KS3                      KS3

KS3 KS4-5KS4-5

A fearless female pilot fights to 
protect her motherland when the 
second world war descends on 
Russia. As battles begin secrets 

are revealed and Nastia is forced 
to challenge everything she once 

knew. An adventure with 
historical detail and great for 

dyslexic readers. 

Martin's unlikely friendship 
with his neighbour leads 
them on a wild adventure 
as they dream of making a 

zombie movie! A great 
short book.

After the loss of her best 
friend Ember finds a way into 

the afterworld and tries to 
find a way to bring her best 
friend back. But Ember faces 

dangers in the afterworld.

A mystery where a strange girl 
escapes from a seemingly 

peaceful community and meets 17 
year old Lil whose sister has 
gone missing. As their stories 

unfold and intertwine the 
mystery develops into one of 

friendship.

Two doubles, one raised to 
kill and one raised to charm, 
are forced to switch places. 
Will they be found out and 
who can they trust? A fast 
paced and exciting read.


